WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. An^apparatus eqxxipped with a scanner, comprising: 
a bs^se vmit; and 

a scanner unit which can be removably moxmted on said 
base unit, \ 

wherein said base \mit includes at least a part of sheet 
transporting mechanism^and scanner mounting means for mounting 
detachably said scanner urut, and 

wherein saicLscanner imit includes at least reading 
means, other part of said sheet transporting mechanism, and 
engaging means adapted for engaging said scanner mounting means 
for thereby securing said scanner unit onto said base unit. 

2. An apparatus equip^ped with a scanner according to 
claim 1, 

wherein said scannerVinit is so implemented as to be 
capable of operating as a handy scanner in the state where said 
scanner unit has been detached from said base unit. 

3. An apparatus equipped with a scanner according to 
claim 1, \y 

wherein said base xmit includes a printer imit. 

\ 

4. An apparatus equipped with a scanner according to 
claim 2, \ 

said base unit being of an automatic sheet feeding 
type and including a first sheet transporting path\xtending 
substantially vertically, while said scanner unit is of an 
automatic sheet feeding type and includes a second ^heet 
transporting path extending substantially vertically, \ 

wherein said fixst and second sheet transporting 
paths extend substantially in parallel and adjacent to each 
other. 



An apparatus equipped with a scanner according to 
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imS, 

said base unit being of an automatic sheet feeding 
typeWd including a first sheet transporting path extending 
substantially vertically, while said scanner unit is of an 
automatic sheet feeding type and includes a second sheet 
transporting path extending substantially vertically, 

wherein said first and second sheet transporting 
paths extend^substantially in parallel and adjacent to each 
other. 

An^apparatus equipped with a scanner according to 

^ claim 4, 

wherein said second sheet transporting path for said 
J scanner unit is defined by confronting surfaces of said base 

^ unit and said scanner iWt in the state in which said scanner 

^ unit is mounted on said C)ase unit. 

m \ 

l_ ^ apparatus equipped with a scanner according to 

D claim 6, \ 

^ fiirther includiri^ a pick roller disposed at a 

m location upstream of said secoi^d sheet transporting path of 

= said scanner unit as viewed in a Sheet transporting direction, 

and feed rollers disposed at locations downstream of said 
second sheet transportation path fdr said scanner unit as 
viewed in the sheet transporting direction 

\^ 

^- ^ apparatus equipped \^th a scanner according to 

claim 7, 

wherein said pick roller is i^ade of a material having 

low hardness, 

said scanner unit including axikiliary rollers which 
are made of a material having high hardness aWd disposed at 
sides of said pick roller, respectively, for the pur^se of 
protecting said pick roller when said scanner unit used as 
the handy scanner. 
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9. \n apparatus equipped with a scanner according to 
claim 8, 

^rein said auxiliary roUers are disposed at 
locations outside oiVa reading region of said scanner unit. 

10. An app^atus equipped with a scanner according to 
claim 8, 

wherein skid auxiliary rollers are disposed in the 
vicinity of said pick roller, and 

wherein grooves are provided in a surface of said 
base unit facing in opposition to said auxiliary rollers.. 

11. An apparatus eqjupped with a scanner according to 
claim 2, 

wherein a mark indicating a reading region is 
provided at least on one of a front side portion and a rear side 
portion of said scanner imit, and \ 

wherein a mark indicating a reading position is 
provided on a lateral side portion of sai^d scanner unit. 

12. An apparatus equipped wkh a scanner according to 
claim 2, \ 

wherein a cable for electrically coupling said 
scanner unit to said base unit is led out fronna location 
positioned at a lateral surface of said scannerVmit. 

13. An apparatus equipped with a scs^ner according to 
claim 2, 

wherein a cable for electrically coupling said base 
unit to said scanner unit is led out from a location positioned 
at a lower portion of a lateral surface of said base umt 

14. An apparatus equipped with a scanner according to 
claim 1, 

wherein the sheet transporting mechanismYor said 
scanner imit includes at least a feed roller so that said scanner unit can 
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operate as a handy scanner of a running type by using 
said feed roller. 



15 An apparatus equipped with a scanner according to claim 1, 
wherein th^ sheet transporting mechanism for said scanner unit includes a 
driving motor so that said scanner xmit can operate as a handy scanner of 
an automatically running type by usiug said driving motor. 



16. An\apparatus equipped with a scanner according to 

claim 1, 

wherein the sheet transporting mechanism for said 
scanner unit includes teed rollers and a driving motor for 
driving said feed rollers\so that said scanner unit can operate 
as a handy scanner of an^utomatically running type by using 
said feed rollers. 



17, An apparatus^quipped with a scanner according to 

claim 2, 

wherein the sheeVtransporting mechanism for said 
scanner unit includes feed rollers and a driving motor for 
driving said feed rollers so that saiAscanner unit can operate 
as a handy scanner of an automaticaH^y running type by using 
said feed roUers. 



18. An apparatus equipped wi^i a scanner according to 

claim 1, 

said base unit including a pidiVter unit, 
wherein a sheet transporting mechanism of said 
printer unit includes a feed roller and a driving i^otor for 
driving said feed roUer, and 

wherein a sheet transporting mechanism for said 
scanner unit includes a sheet transporting roller and^ 
encoder for detecting an amount of rotation of said she^ 
transporting roller so that said scanner unit can be operajted 
as a manual type handy scanner. 
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19- apparatus equipped with a scanner according to 

claim 1, 

wh^ein either one of engaging portions of said base 
unit and said scannW unit is constituted by a pivotal shaft 
for allowing said scaAner unit to rotate frontwards, while the 
other engaging portionVs implemented as a groove or 
alternatively as a recesS^for receiving and holding snugly said 
pivotal shaft. 



An apparatits equipped with a scanner according to 



20. 

claim 2, 

wherein eitherVne of engaging portions of said base 
imit and said scanner unit is c<^stituted by a pivotal shaft 
for allowing said scanner unit toVotate frontwards, while the 
other engaging portion is implemented as a groove or 
alternatively as a recess for receivi^ and holding snugly said 
pivotal shaft. 



21. 

claim 19, 



An apparatus equipped with a scanner according to 



further comprising: 

lock means including a claW and a projecting member 
adapted to engage said claw for thereby loWng said scanner 
unit in the state mounted on said base uniX 

^ apparatus equipped with a\scanner according to 

claim 19, 

further comprising: 

rotation limiting stopper means ibr preventing said 
scanner unit from swiaging excessively frontward^upon 
detachment of said scanner luiit from said base ui 

^ apparatus equipped with a scanne\according to 

claim 19, 

further comprising: 
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dteviation preventing stopper means for preventing 
said scanner unit^om displacing upwardly in the state in 
which said scannerWit is mounted on said base unit. 

24- An apparatus equipped with a scanner according to 

claim 1, \ 

further cotaiprising: 

sheet feediW means formed in a wedge-like shape as 
viewed in a vertical section V a pair of sheet guides disposed 
in opposition to each other so^hat a space defined between 
said pair of sheet guides becoiAes gradually narrower toward a 
sheet withdrawal port; and \ 

offset means provided for at least one of said paired 
sheet guides for limiting stepwise riaoving of the sheet toward 
said sheet withdrawal port. \ 

^ apparatus equipped Vdth a scanner according to 
claim 2, \ 

further comprising: \ 

sheet feeding means formedW a wedge-Uke shape as 
viewed in a vertical section by a pair of sheetWuides disposed 
in opposition to each other so that a space defined between 
said pair of sheet guides becomes graduaUy naAower toward a 
sheet withdrawal port; and \ 

offset means provided for at least dne of said paired 
sheet guides for limiting stepwise moving of the shLt toward 
said sheet withdrawal port. \ 

26 An apparatus equipped with a scanner, comprising*! 

a base unit; and \ 

a scanner unit which can be removably movbited on said 
base unit, \ 

wherein said base unit includes at least a pak of sheet 
transporting mechanism and scanner mounting means for moVnting 
detachably said scanner unit, and \ 

wherein said scanner unit includes at least reading 
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means,^ngaging portion for engaging said scanner movinting means for 
there by^ecuring said scanner unit onto said basic unit and driving motor 
which is used for said sheet transporting mechanism when said scanner 
tmit motuAs on said base unit, and said driving motor is further used for 
nmning said scanner tmit when said scanner xinit is further used for 
running said\scanner imit when said scanner unit is detached from said 
base unit and operas as a handy scanner. 

27. Aji apparatus equipped with a scanner according to 

claim 26, \ 

wherein said base unit includes a printer unit. 
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28. An apparatus equipped with a scanner according to 

claim 27, \ 

said base unit being of an automatic sheet feeding 
type and including a first slieet transporting path extending 
substantially vertically, while said scanner unit is of an 
automatic sheet feeding type and includes a second sheet 
transporting path extending substantially vertically, 

wherein said firsr^and second sheet transporting 
paths extend substantially in par^^llel and adjacent to each 
other. 
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29. An apparatus equippe^^d with a scanner according to 

claim 26, 

said base unit being of an automatic sheet feeding 
type and including a first sheet transportmg path extending 
substantially vertically, whUe said scanneramit is of an 
automatic sheet feeding type and includes aNsecond sheet 
transporting path extending substantially vertically, 

wherein said first and second sheet transporting 
paths extend substantially in parallel and adjacent to each 
other. \ 

wherein said second sheet transporting path for said 
scanner unit is defined by confi-onting surfaces of said base 
unit and said scanner unit in the state in which said scanner 
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unit is mounted on said base unit. 



30. \ An apparatus eqviipped with a scanner according to 

claim 26^ 

wherein a cable for electrically coupling said base 
unit to saixi scanner unit is led out from a location positioned 
at a lower portion of a lateral surface of said base unit. 



\An apparatus equipped with a scanner according to 



31. 

claim 26, 

lerein the sheet transporting mechanism for said 
scanner unit inclAdes feed rollers and a driving motor for 
driving said feed r<l|llers so that said scanner unit can operate 
as a handy scanner bf an automatically running t5^e by using 
said feed roUers. 



An apparatus equipped with a scanner according to 
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claim 26, 

said base umt including a printer unit, 
wherein a shdet transporting mechanism of said 
printer unit includes a feed roller and a driving motor for 
driving said feed roUer, and 

wherein a sheet transporting mechanism for said 
scanner unit includes a sheet transporting roller and an 
encoder for detecting an amount of\otation of said sheet 
transporting roUer so that said scanner unit can be operated 
as a manual type handy scanner. 



An apparatus equipped \^th a scanner according to 
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claim 26, 

wherein either one of engaging portions of said base 
unit and said scanner unit is constituted by V pivotal shaft 
for allowing said scanner unit to rotate front-\ards, while the 
other engaging portion is implemented as a grdove or 
alternatively as a recess for receiving and holdirife snugly said 
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pivot^^l shaft. 




